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where there are copper mines, has been continued to the Atlantic at
Pointe Noire.
CAMEROON
The greater part of the former German Protectorate of Cameroon
is now administered by France. From Cameroon Peak, which
now lies in British territory, a series of ranges run on one side or
other of the north-west frontier, and almost parallel to it, for a
distance of about 250 miles. The elevated land then broadens out
eastward into a plateau, 33000 to 4,000 feet high, which extends
almost to the eastern frontier. To the north of this plateau, the
land falls rapidly to a plain, which extends almost to Lake Chad,
while on the south it slopes down more gradually to a height of
between 1,500 and 2,500 feet. Along the coast and for some distance
inland, there is a mean rainfall of at least SO inches, though in places
it is much heavier. Towards the east there is a slow, and towards
the north a more rapid, decrease in precipitation. Much of the
coastal plain is covered with mangrove swamps, and dense forests
stretch over the southern and western part of the plateaus; but,
in the regions of lighter rainfall farther inland, these give place to
extensive savannas. The country, which has an area of 166,000
square miles, has a population of 2,500,000 ; in the south its
inhabitants are Bantus, and in the north mainly Sudanese negroes.
Before 1914 Cameroon was being steadily developed by Ger-
many, but in a country much of which has a climate unsuitable for
Europeans, progress was necessarily slow. In the forests of the
south Funtumia elastica is abundant, and from it considerable
quantities of rubber were formerly obtained. The central districts
are rich in oil-palms ; and on the European plantations which have
been established there, cacao, rubber, sisal, and other crops are
cultivated. The exports from the forested areas also include timber
and ivory. The savanna lands are mainly suitable for cattle-raising,
but it is said that much land north of the Benue is adapted to the
cultivation of cotton. The only railway is that which runs from
Duaia east by Eseka to Yaunde.
THE BELGIAN CONGO*
The high plateau of the south of Africa is continued northwards
1 Much, valuable information is to be found in Le Congo Beige, by L. Franck
Brussels (1930).